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"Grand Mal'" is an evocative and impressionistic Compos@signed for wind ensemble,
incorporating rich programmatic elements. This piece aim$ to ey the intense and multifaceted
experience of a Grand Mal seizurgthrotigh music.

The term "Grand Mal" refers to a type of generalized torfig:clonic seizure, characterized by a loss of
consciousness and severe muscle contractions. In this e composer seeks to immerse listeners
in the profound and tumultuousj y of such an episode.

The composition unfolds in a series of interconnect usical sections that mirror the stages of a
Grand Mal seizure. It begins with a calm, alf@st f6reboding introduction that builds a sense of
impending turmoil. This is followed by a seri ramatic and dissonant passages that represent

the onset of the seizure, capturing the K n and uncontrollable nature of the episode.

ugh the chaotic and disorienting experience of the

seizure itself, depicted through intense ic shifts and powerful dynamic contrasts. The music

explores the struggle and intensity of the cOhvulsions, creating a visceral and emotional portrayal of
the physical g%ychological effects on the individual.

As the piece progresses, listeners are take

In the latter part of the composition, ne shifts towards a more reflective and subdued atmosphere,
representing the aftermath of ghe seizure. This section delves into the recovery and the complex
emotions experienced dusing this time, offering a sense of resolution and contemplation.

Through its vivid and expressive musical language, "Grand Mal" not only seeks to capture the essence
of a Grand Mal seizure to foster empathy and understanding for those who live with this
condition. The piece chall performers and audiences alike to engage with the profound and often

Qunderstood experiences associated with epilepsy.

Michael Chipcha 999) is a composer, vocalist, and multi-instrumentalist currently
pursuing his Masters usic Composition at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
He is an active member of New Music Chicago and is always looking for performance
oppurtunities within the midwestern United States

Diagnosed with epilepsy at age 19, Chipchak's journey with the condition profoundly
shaped his musical identity. As a contemporary-style composer, he draws inspiration

from avant-garde and counterculture movements of the 20th century, influenced notably

by figures such as Claude Debussy, John Cage, and Samuel Barber. Chipchak's compositions
explore impressionistic, dissonant, and pointillistic sounds, often weaving programmatic
themes that connect bodily reactions to mental and physical health through music.
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